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In India, the family Brahmaeidae is 
represented by two Himalayan species. 
Brahmea hearseyi White, 1862 which occurs 
at lower elevation and B. wallichi (Gray,1831) 
which occurs at slightly higher elevation in 
forests of Quercus. 
Brahmea hearseyi is reported from 
Uttarakhand (Smetacek, 2008) along the 

Himalaya to the N.E. Himalaya, W. China, 
Myanmar, Sundaland and the Philippines 
(Holloway, 1987). It occurs in hilly areas with 
dense forest and heavy rainfall. In Borneo, it 
is a lowland species, ascending the hills to 
1200 m elevation (Holloway, 1987) while 
Smetacek (2008) reported it from 1500 m 
elevation in the western Himalaya. 
During a survey of moths attracted to artificial 

light in Taptapani, Ganjam district, Odisha, (N 
19.489193 E 84.395527; 550 m) on July 28, 
2019, a single individual of this species was 
attracted. Since it was such an unusual record, 

the specimen was taken and deposited in the 
collection of the Butterfly Research Centre, 
Bhimtal.   
The present record extends the known 
distribution of this species, genus and family 
to peninsular India. 
The examined specimen is a male, with a 
forewing length of 58 mm, a wingspan of 130 

mm.  
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Fig.1: Brahmea hearseyi, Ganjam district, odisha 
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